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TO THE UNITED NATIONS

No. 56101/376

21 July 2008
Excellency,

Upon the instruction of my Government and with reference to
the Letter of the Permanent Representative of the Kingdom of Cambodia to
Your Excellency dated 18 July 2008 concerning Thai-Cambodia relations
(S/2008/470), I have the honour to inform Your Excellency as follows:

1, The Kingdom of Thailand has always attached great importance
to the cordial relations with the Kingdom of Cambodia, which is her close
neighbour and family member of the Association of the Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN). Like in all regions of the world, it is not unusual for
countries sharing long common border to have border/boundary issue
between them. Thailand and Cambodia are no exception to this. However,
through friendly bilateral consultations and negotiations, every past
challenge had been resolved amicably, which underlines the depth and
strength of relations between our two countries. It is with this spirit and
conviction that the Royal Thai Government approaches the issue regarding
the area adjacent to the Temple of Preah Vihear. From the beginning, the
Royal Thai Government is determined to seek a just and peaceful solution to
this challenge through the existing bilateral consultative frameworks on the
basis of friendship, goodwill and cooperation that long exist between our
two Governments and peoples.

2. Consistent with the above spirit, both Prime Ministers of
Thailand and Cambodia have already pledged utmost restraint and expressed
their conviction in resolving the issue through existing bilateral consultations
and negotiations. As the first step, the Special Session of the Thai-
Cambodian General Border Committee (GBC) was convened in Sa Kaeo
Province of Thailand on Monday 21 July 2008, the result of which has eased
the tension and allowed the situation in the area to remain calm. Both sides
also agreed to have further talks and the report of the GBC is now being
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